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Macomb County Department of Health and Community Services 

welcomes a new director to Macomb Community Action 
 

Macomb County’s Department of Health and Community Services is excited to announce that a 

candidate has been selected to serve as director of Macomb Community Action.  

 

After an extensive interview process, the committee has selected Ernest Cawvey as the agency’s new 

director. Cawvey comes to Macomb Community Action by way of the Michigan Public Health 

Institute (MPHI), where he lead the State Innovation Model implementation which is designed to 

create cross-sector collaboratives that bridge population health, economic development and 

community wealth building.    

 

The director’s position for Macomb Community Action became available when former director 

Rhonda Powell was appointed by Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel as the new director of 

Macomb County Health and Community Services. Cawvey will begin serving as the new director on 

September 18 and Powell could not be more excited.  

 

“Ernest is passionate about affecting change through the core principles of Community Action. We 

look forward to his leadership on our team,” said Executive Hackel. 

 

In addition to a background in Community Action, Cawvey also brings state-level experience in policy 

development and regulatory affairs, community organizing for health equity, working with community 

based coalitions and creating strong partnerships.  

 

Ernest received his Master of Public Administration degree from Syracuse University and also holds a 

Bachelor’s degree from Kalamazoo College. Prior to his position with MPHI, he also held leadership 
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positions with ReThink Health as the System Dynamics Coordinator, Syracuse University’s School of 

Citizenship and Public Affairs and the Oxford Free Clinic.  

 

About Macomb Community Action 

Macomb Community Action is one of the state’s largest Community Action Agencies and exists to leverage federal and 

state resources to address local causes and symptoms of poverty. The agency is uniquely attached to Macomb County 

government and collaborates with several partner organizations to provide programs that create sustainable pathways to 

independence, which now includes financial empowerment. The mission of Macomb Community Action is: Persistent 

action to diminish poverty and promote independence. 
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