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Hackel selects new director of Human Resources/Labor Relations 
Interim Bathanti is appointed 

County Executive Mark A. Hackel announced today that Karen Lynn Bathanti has been 
appointed to serve as Director of the Macomb County Department of Human Resources 
& Labor Relations (HRLR).  Bathanti replaces longtime director Eric Herppich who 
retired from county government in July.   
  
"Karen possesses the credentials, creativity and passion to advance our efforts in 
Human Resources," said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel. "Her commitment 
to employee relations coupled with her expertise in talent development will be a driving 
force in continuing to build our great team." 
  
Bathanti has been a service director with the department since 2011.  In this role, she 
was responsible for providing expertise and service in all aspects of human resources 
and labor relations to a majority of county departments.  Her specialties include labor negotiations, employee 
relations, recruiting, and benefits technology, diversity awareness and cross training.  She is also an adjunct 
instructor for Macomb Community College teaching human resource management. She holds certification in 
Public Plan Policy from the International Foundation of Employee Benefit Plans. 
  
Prior to joining Macomb County, Bathanti worked for McLaren Macomb as a manager of patient satisfaction 
as well as human resources manager.  She has been professionally involved in human resources and 
organizational development for more than 20 years. 
  
Bathanti earned a Master of Arts in Managerial Communication from Bellevue University and a Bachelor of 
Science in business leadership from Concordia University.  She received an associate’s degree in general 
business from Macomb Community College.  
  
As specified by Macomb County Charter, the County Executive has the authority to appoint department 
directors. These appointments must be approved by the board of commissioners. The Board of Commissioners 
Government Operations Committee voted unanimously to approve her appointment on Aug 28, 2017. 
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