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Macomb County markets Michigan’s Arsenal of Innovation in Alabama 

 
Macomb County recently participated in the Association of the U.S. Army’s (AUSA) Winter Symposium & 
Exposition in Alabama last week by promoting the strength of Michigan’s defense industry. The county is the 
home of Tank-Automotive and Armaments Command (TACOM), the purchasing decision section of the Army.  
 
The county and the Michigan Defense Center (MEDC) took advantage of the event to promote the MEDC’s 
newly updated website www.MacombDefenseCenter.com by sponsoring a billboard, running a television 
commercial and passing out printed materials. The billboard and TV ad were paid for by MEDC grant funds.   
 
“It was a perfect opportunity for Macomb County and the MEDC to promote the fact that we are a leader in 
defense contracts in the Midwest,” said County Executive Mark A. Hackel.   
 
A reported 5,700 individuals attended the three-day event at Huntsville’s Von Braun Center including defense 
contractors, consultants and army personnel from all over the country. Between workshops and panel 
discussions, more than 200 exhibitors displayed the latest in military technology at Huntsville’s Von Braun 
Center. Exhibiting companies from Macomb County included BAE Systems, Bosch Automotive Service 
Solutions, Camber Corporation, Merrill Technology Group, Oshkosh Defense and SAIC. This year, a major 
topic at AUSA was cyber security and protecting the cyber domain.   
 
Macomb County sent Vicki Rad, acting deputy director with the county’s Department of Planning and 
Economic Development, to attend the event. While there, Rad met with a variety of companies that provide 
products and services that support the entire fleet for the Army.  
 
"The Department of Defense and the companies working in missile defense, space systems, robotics, aviation 
and even ground vehicles have one growing need in common - the need to protect and secure their data and 
equipment,” said Rad. “Many of our own defense contractors are working on cyber security solutions here in 
Michigan."   
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