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Macomb County touts Blue Economy accomplishments 

Achievements of Macomb County’s Blue Economy Initiative were reviewed at today’s annual State of the 

Lake address at MacRay Harbor in Harrison Township.   

Launched in 2011 as one of Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel’s first initiatives, the Blue 

Economy program is designed to increase awareness of the natural and recreational assets offered by Lake 

St. Clair and the Clinton River watershed as well as to protect and enhance these important resources. Its 

objectives are to increase public access, cultivate business investment and practice high standards for 

environmental stewardship. 

Highlights of the report include: 

Recreation 

 A Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund completes the funding necessary to build the Webber 

Paddling Park near the mouth of the Salt River in Chesterfield Township later this year. 

 

 A universally accessible canoe and kayak launch will be installed at MacArthur Park in downtown 

Mount Clemens this year. Funding from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation’s 

Community Places Community Spaces program was secured thanks to the combined efforts of the 

Clinton River Watershed Council, city of Mount Clemens and the Macomb County Department of 

Planning & Economic Development to raise $60,000 through crowdfunding contributions to 

qualify for a $50,000 match grant. Generous contributions from Advancing Macomb and others 

made it possible.  

Economic Development 

 The county is providing ongoing support to the city of New Baltimore for the acquisition of Schmid 

Marina for development as a new public park and marina on Anchor Bay. 

 Upcoming events to generate local spending include: Sprint and Splash (June 17), Selfridge Open 

House and Air Show (Aug. 19-20) and Advance Auto Parts Bassmaster Elite (Aug. 24-27).  

 

 

http://www.sprintandsplash.com/
http://teamselfridge.com/
http://teamselfridge.com/
https://www.bassmaster.com/tournaments/bassmaster-elite-st-clair
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Environmental Stewardship 

 Macomb County’s new Green Macomb Urban Forest Partnership was launched in 2016 to aid in 

managing stormwater, reducing flooding and ensuring cleaner air and water through increasing 

local tree canopy. A grant from the U.S. Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative will 

enable more than 1,000 trees to be planted this year.   

 

 Beach closures on the shores of Lake St. Clair were down nearly 50 percent in 2016 over 2015. 

Macomb County Health Department staff continue to actively monitor the water quality and work 

with beach operators to provide a safe and healthy experience in the water. 

 

 Nearly $8.8 million in federal Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funds are restoring habitat along 

the Clinton River Spillway, McBride Drain and Gloede Drain, including aggressive action to 

eradicate invasive species such as phragmites and developing a fishing pier in Clinton Township. 

 

 Macomb County Health Department programs continue to educate and assist property owners 

maintain the integrity of their well water and septic systems, which is helping to improve water 

quality in the tributaries that flow into Lake St. Clair.  

 

 Despite 2017 having one of the rainiest springs in history, combined with one of the largest 

infrastructure emergencies in Michigan with the 15 Mile Road sinkhole, Macomb County’s Public 

Works office has not had to discharge sewage into the Clinton River this year – the emergency 

response plan worked and continues to work to protect the environment. 

Speakers included Executive Hackel; Big. Gen. John D. Slocum; Tom Haag, vice president of Colony 

Marine and chairman of Michigan Boating Industries Association; and Brad Simmons, executive director 

of Lake St. Clair Tourism Initiative. The U.S. Coast Guard performed a live rescue demonstration. 
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(right photo) (from left) Tom Haag, vice president of Colony Marine and chairman of Michigan Boating 

Industries Association; Steve Remias of MacRay Harbor; Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel; 

Big. Gen. John D. Slocum and Brad Simmons, executive director of Lake St. Clair Tourism Initiative. 
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