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Grant to expand diversity initiative in Macomb County 

Macomb County will take a major step forward in its plans for welcoming immigrants with receipt of a grant from 

both Welcoming America (WA) and the Partnership for a New American Economy (PNAE) as part of the 

Gateways for Growth Challenge. The grant, which includes matching funds from county government and 

community partners, totals $33,000. 

Macomb County, through its OneMacomb initiative, led by Deputy County Executive Pam Lavers, will receive 

support with research, direct technical assistance and funding to carry out OneMacomb’s mission of supporting 

collaborative and community-based activities which embrace, share and celebrate multiculturalism and inclusion. 

“This grant will help us develop, implement and coordinate a comprehensive strategic plan to promote a climate 

that is welcoming and inclusive,” said Lavers. “These funds will assist us through a collaborative effort with our 

residents and community partners. Macomb County has provided leadership and vision on issues of culture, 

diversity, inclusion and race and is poised to go further.” 

The grant will provide a customized research report on the contributions immigrants make to their local economies; 

on-the-ground technical assistance to help draft, execute and communicate immigrant integration strategy; and 

planning grants that are matched by community partners ACCESS, the Arab American and Chaldean Council, the 

Chaldean American Chamber of Commerce/Chaldean Community Foundation, Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals, 

Macomb Community College, McLaren Macomb and St. John Providence hospitals. 

Launched in 2015, Gateways for Growth invited communities across the US to apply for these competitive grants. 

Macomb County is one of 20 communities to be awarded a grant. 

“Macomb County has a long history of attracting settlers – both domestic migrants and immigrants from abroad,” 

said Steve Gold, director of Macomb County Health and Community Services and member of OneMacomb. “In the 

past 25 years, we have been a ‘new gateway’ community for international arrivals, so the narrative continues.” 

For more information, visit OneMacomb on Facebook, Twitter or online at diversity.macombgov.org.  
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