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Macomb Commissioners to Attend Aug. 8th White House Conference 

 
MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich. — Macomb County Board of Commissioners Chair, Bob Smith; Vice-Chair, Jim Carabelli; 
and Commissioners Veronica Klinefelt and Phil Kraft will travel to Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, August 8, 2017, after 
receiving a special invitation from the White House.  
 
County commissioners from the entire state of Michigan, 622 in total, received an email invitation last week from Billy 
Kirkland, special assistant to the President and Deputy Director of the White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office. 
The email stated the purpose of the conference is to ensure that county commissioners are put in contact with federal 
officials and to develop effective coordination between federal agencies and Michigan counties.  
 
“This conference will be an opportunity for the administration to strengthen our relationship with local entities of 
government,” said Kirkland. 
 
Secret Service and Intergovernmental Affairs officials will escort commissioners on a tour of the White House; 
afterward, they will attend a conference at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building. Presentations from federal 
agencies will inform commissioners about each department’s purpose and their interaction with local levels of 
government. Breakout sessions at which commissioners will dialog directly with federal officials about issues facing 
Michigan communities will also take place. 
 
“We intend to open the lines of communication between federal and local levels of government,” said Board Chair Bob 
Smith. “This is a great opportunity for commissioners to inform federal agencies about Macomb County concerns and 
to establish working relationships.” 
 
Commissioners plan to talk to agency directors about roads and infrastructure funding, advocate for Lake St. Clair and 
Great Lakes protection programs as well as reiterate strong support for the selection of Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base as base for F-35 fighter jets.    
 
The Macomb County delegation will be joined by St. Clair County Commission Chair, Jeff Bohm, Commissioner Jason 
Morgan of the Washtenaw Board of Commissioners and Oakland County Commissioners Shelley Taub, Hugh 
Crawford, Wade Fleming, Adam Kochenderfer and Doug Tietz. 
 
 County commissioners from Pennsylvania and Florida each attended similar conferences in July. 
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For more news from the Macomb County Board of Commissioners, check www.MacombBOC.com 

or visit us on Facebook or @MacombBoC on Twitter. 
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