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BOC Urges State Legislature to Fix Inequitable Road Funding Formula 
 

MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich – The Macomb County Board of Commissioners unanimously 
passed an Official Resolution urging the State of Michigan to immediately take action on 
fixing the road funding inequity of Public Act 51 of 1951. 
 
Currently, according to the Southeastern Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
Macomb County receives $116 per person for road funding, which is well below both the 
regional average of $125 per person and the state average of $140 per person. The only 
county in the region to receive a lower funding amount per person is Washtenaw County. 
 
“(PA 51) has not really adapted to the times and the changing of our road systems,” said 
Commissioner Elizabeth Lucido, who offered the resolution on behalf of the Board. “An 
updated funding system to ensure safe road conditions must be developed.” 
 
Nine percent of the state’s population resides in Macomb County, yet the county only 
receives 2 percent of the state’s road maintenance and construction dollars. This, coupled 
with the fact that PA 51 provides funding based on linear miles rather than lane miles, 
leaves already developed communities in Macomb County, and throughout the state, with 
four and five lane roads receiving the same funding per mile of road as rural communities 
that maintain two lane roads.  
 
“We must ensure that a reliable and equitable mechanism is in place for our roads 
throughout the state of Michigan,” said Board Chair Bob Smith. “Focusing on preventing 
the deterioration of our current infrastructure needs to be a top priority.” 
 
The Board is committed to ensuring solutions for road funding shortfalls, funding inequity 
and a fix, repair and replace system for existing roads is found and implemented, which is 
why it recently passed this resolution. Another way in which the Board has shown its 
commitment to improving county roads was through the recent passage of Resolution-
1552. 
 
In June of 2018 the Macomb County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution, (R18-
1552), that provides the framework for a potential avenue to fund roads should the 
County Executive seek to utilize it. To date, this funding mechanism has yet to be 
employed.  
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For more news from the Macomb County Board of Commissioners, check www.MacombBOC.com 

or visit us on Facebook or @MacombBoC on Twitter. 
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